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Sunday 25 th  April 2010 - Melpash 

Phil Takes Charge of the Valley  

 

Race Report by Track n Trail  

Photos by Becky Widdicombe ,Jan Kirtley & Jacky Cogdell.  

 

As the mist rolled over the hills of Bridport so the Track n Trail riders arrived on the top of  

the Melpash Valley. Those who had been lucky enough to secure their entry before the race 

closed were treated to a fantastic course both to ride and to look at, the views were 

spectacular.  This new venue offered the riders a different type of terrain, re quiring some 

good technical riding, sorting the men out form the boys!  

 

The Championship class saw Phil 

Studley dominate but the s tory may 

have been different had  David Biles , 

who having reeled Studley in and 

taken  the lead on lap 9, not had his 

efforts t hwarted by one of the huge 

ant mounds on lap 11.  Biles was fine 

but the throw from his bike ended 

his day. It was then left to Jack 

Twentyman to halt Studley but Phil 

maintained a 2 minute lead on each 

of the continuing laps and took his 

win on 18 Laps.  Derek Bawn had also 

been chasing the leaders and 

finished just 40 seconds after 

Twentyman. 

 

 

Matt Pemble led the experts from 

the front, from start to finish 

putting in a tremendous 

performance. 2 nd and 3rd  were much 

closer.  Darren Hounsel had held on 

to  2nd right up to his penultimate lap 

only to find Richard Benham  who had 

steadily made his way up through the 

ranks slip into 2 nd and take a 40 

second lead at race end.  

 

 

 

 

Phil Studley focussed on taking his win . 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the over 40õs expert Class we saw a brilliant battle 

between Pete A rcher and Mark Kirby.  Mark led the 

race up to lap 8 but Pete was never more than 30 

seconds behind and on lap 8 took the lead. Now for 3 

laps it was Marks turn to be on the back foot but only 

by seconds and on lap11 he regained the lead. But 

never able to  relax as Pete kept the pressure on right 

to race end where only 10 seconds separated them, 

but Mark kept his win, both on 17 laps. Regular Dennis 

Harrison also put on a great performance to take 3 rd   

on 16laps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Pete Archer on Marks case  

 
 
But Mark Kirby kept his lead.  

Mark Pemble winner of the experts.  



 

 

Clubman 2 stroke saw Andr ew Gorse put on his best 

performance yet at a Track n Trail event to take 

the win. He just managed to get the 16 th  lap under 

his belt by passing through the timing area with 

just seconds to spare on race end. 2 nd place Danny 

Andrews just missed out on his 16th  lap and the 

chance to catch Gorse by 19 seconds. 3 rd  place 

went to Alan Stringer who was only 13 seconds 

behind Andrews.  

 

 

And in the 4 stroke class it was Craig Callow who 

dominated the race, although Phillip Gilder took 

advantage when in lap 9  Craig had to change his 

back wheel because of a puncture, but despite holding him off for 2 laps Craig was flying and 

regained the lead by lap 11. Gilder held on to 2 nd pulling an extra lap on 3 rd  place John 

Humprhies.  Special mention to Mark Morris, our chi ef scrutineer of the day , who put in one 

of his best performances to take 4 th . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The over 40õ Sportsman class saw Neil Fripp take the win, 

with Mike Hill second and Ripley Martin 3 rd .  

                                            In the Sportsm an 2 stroke  

                                            class it was not until lap 8  

                                            that the riders started to 

sort the pecking order, 

Donald Tolley took the lead 

at this point and maintained 

it to race end.  H owever 

Andrew Graham fought his 

way from the very back in 

lap 1, and fighting on right up 

to the last lap to take 2 nd. 

Third went to Adrian Cligg.   

 

 
                                        

Danny Andrews on his way to 2 nd. 
 

Phillip Gilder takes 2 nd  
in Clubman 4 stroke.  

 

Neil Fripp 849 Over 40õs Sportsman 

Andrew Gra ham 2nd place 
sportsman 2 stroke.  


