
                                

 
 
 

Round 2&3 of the Husquvarna Sponsored Summer Series 2008 
Blackwoood 2 Day Hare & Hounds and Hill Climb, South Wales  

Report by Mike Grounds 
Photography by Image consortium www.imageconsortium.co.uk   

 
After a week of what must have been the worst july weather ever Track n Trail ventured 

back into W ales on a large 2 day even t , with over 500 riders across the two days. Given a 

mixture of the weather and terrain the  racing  was inevitably tough and the  hill climb , 

thrown in for an eveningõs entertainment,  even tougher!  Once again , Jeff Miles really 

pushed the boat out and making the whole of the stunning farm available  making Blackwood a 

fabulous course .  Saturday started with the adult Hare & Hounds go ing first on a very 

technical track, starting with the motor  cross track which was a mixture of an old school 

layout with some fantastic jump 

combinations.  Then leading out 

to the grassy farm land through 

some small quarries  leading to 

the far end, the c ourse split the 

extreme route  taking the 

clubman and experts through  a 

marsh with some deep  very steep  

gorges and a  hard route  chose, 

which led riders down over a 15 

foot sheer drop, into a rocky 

stream bed, with rock pools and 

drops, which if you were b rave 

enough would save about 

30seconds on a very long easy 

route.   With woods, some long twisty climbs and descents this all adde d up to an 8 mile 

course with even  Carl Tiley the overall winner ,  limited to  8 laps.  The course was reversed 

on Sunday with  Mike changing many of the sections to give riders the feel of a completely 

different course.  

 

On Saturday the Championship class was led from beginning to end by local rider Carl Tiley.  

Jon Hinam chased him continuously  but the closest he got was 3 minut es behind. Both 

finished  on 8 laps.   

 

Championship rider Phil Studley enjoying the motor cross jumps 
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Jon Hinam riding with style but never quite catching Tile y on Saturday but taking a great win Sunday  
 

Jon Hayman making a welcome return to Track n Trail  took 3 rd   3 minutes ahead of 17 year 

old Matt H olcombe. On Sunday with the absence of Carl The two Jons stepped up a place 

both on 11 laps.  Although Gary Wright was snapping at the heels of Jon Hayman for the 

first 4 laps, he couldnõt keep up the momentum and the gap widened with each of the 7 laps 

th at followed and he came in 3 mins behind.  

 

The over 40õs expert class looked interesting from the start, with regular riders Peter 

Archer and Ian Proudfoot being joined from the championship class by Charlie Richards and 

Gary McCoy.   On Saturday both Ian and Peter had a bit of a nightmare when they took a 

wrong turn and were faced by an almost impossible ascent.  Ian left his bike to lend Peter a 

hand but to his cost as when he returned for his own bike he couldnõt find it in the 

undergrowth.  Gary McCoy h ad an excellent day leading from the front throughout to take 

first.  Charlie Richards snatched second ,  having been fighting for position with Peter since 

lap 4  but making the most of Peterõs mishap on the last lap.    On Sunday Michael Brooks 

took an early lead which he held until lap 8, when Charlie Richards over took him, Michael was 

now 33 seconds behind and had Pete Archer 4 minutes behind him.  Lap 9 saw Peter snatch 

second from Michael by just 4 seconds having put in a very quick 18.56min lap wher e Michael 

slowed to 23 mins but Charlie had extended his lead to 4 minutes which proved impossible 

for Peter to close. All 3 finished on 10 laps.  

 

In the Expert class Saturday saw a clear winner, David Stokes on 7 laps, although the track 

took its toll on his bike and he had to withdraw from Sunday.  David Wathen and Euan 

Harrison fought it out for 2 nd with David coming out on top from lap  5.  Sunday  saw Mark 

Jenkins take first, again leading throughout.  David and Euan again thrashing it out for 2 nd 

and t hird this time the day went to Euan.  All were on 10 laps.  



                                

 
 

Clubman 2 stroke saw the  top 3 the same on both Saturday and Sunday, Seb Dexter leading 

throughout on Saturday with Jack Ayres fighting his way up from 9 th  on the first lap to push 

Simon Prideaux into 3 rd  on the penultimate lap.  The order was the same on Sunday only Jack 

and Seb were battling it out throughout the 3 hours jostling for first and second until finally 

Seb took the win.  

 

 

 

 
Barry Mitchell riding in style but 
cut short on Sunday w hen 
dropping his bike exiting the 
stream , he ran up the bank but 
dropped it again, snapping his 
handle bar bolts, Ever determined 
he managed to ride it most of the 
way back only to be stopped by 
his throttle jamming.  ( A big 
thanks to Barry and Russell 
Harris for staying on to help pack 
up on Monday! )  

 

 

Euan Harrison leads the exper ts out on Sunday , 


